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Have you seen the other issue of 


SUPER DETECTIVE LIBRARY 


on sale at all newsagents now 


THE RIDDLE OF THE 


VANISHING PEOPLE 


What was the secret of the disappearing 
scientists ? 
RICK RANDOM, first detective of the space 
age, solves this gripping mystery ! 


64 ACTION-PACKED PICTURE PAGES 


There are two issues of Super Detective 
Library on sale the first week of every month. 
Why not place a regular order now and avoid 
disappointment ? 





SUPER DETECTIVE L.--102 









/AOANIESLEY SHANE © 


Gre “the -H oO U S E 
o~ /+ MYSTERY 


LESLEY SHANE, TKE FAMOUS GIRL DETECTIVE, dom = led CASES WHICH HAVE TAKEN HER 
TO ALMOST EVERY STRANGE CORNER OF THE RLO.csees BUT THE SETTING OF THIS 
MYSTERY WAS AN ORDINARY SECOND CLASS BOARDING HOUSE. 





Sorte) uae 





MURDER 
ARRANGED “ACCIDENTS® —— UNTIL ONE ACC 
BECAME OBVIOUS MURDER AND BROUGHT LESLEY 
SHANE INTO THE “HOUSE -OF MYSTERY. 







«| THE C4SE CF ¥'SS WILSON REALLY CAME TO co NOTICE WHEN Seo AND SLE — 
HER FAITHFUL SECRETARY — WERE BUSY WITH T: WINE OF FILING AND '2.ASSIFYING 
CRIME REPORTS FROM THE NEWSPAPERS «ocee WAS A JOB THEY OID REGULARLY. 


AND WHICH SUPPLIED LESLEY WITH AN INVALUABLE "REFERENCE LIBRARY? 


MISS WILSON, AN ELDERLY SPINSTER, HAD BEEN STRANGLED IN HER ROOM AT A CHELSEA 
BOARDING HOUSE, APPARENTLY FOR NO REASON TeéT ANYONE COULD DISTOVER, 











YES — HER LIFE 
SOUNDS D2AB ENOUGH. 

WHAT POSSIBLE REASON 

COULD ANYINE HAVE FOR 
WANTING TQ KILL HERO 













ON_ THE 
FACE OF IT, 
IT SEEMS TO BE \ 
A COMPLETELY 
POINTLESS MURDER, 








NOTHING FURTHER CAME 10 LIGHT 
At THE INQUEST. 


as ACCORDINGLY T RETURN A 

VERDICT OF MURPER By SOME, 

PERSON OR PERSONS 
UNKNOWN. 


ZH > 
Me 





ANO LESLEY SHANE, 
BUSY WITH HER WORK, 
GAVE UTTLE FURTHER 
THOUGHT ‘TO THE CRIME. 
THEN, ONE MORNING, 
SUE ANNOUNCED 

A VISITOR «+06 





‘P DESPITE THE ADVERSE PUZLICITY GIVEN 











4 TO THE BOARDING HOUSE, THE VACANCY 
LEFT THERE BY MISS WILSON’S DEATH 
WAS SOON FILLED. 


SHE DION'T TAKE LONG TO: 
GET ANOTHER ONE. 
Dip sHE Z 


THERE'S A MR. BARTERELLI 
TO SEE YOU, MISS SHANE. 


I'LL BE OuT 
IN_A MINUTE, 
SUE, 


A MOMENT LATER LESLEY ENTERED 
HER OUTER OFFICE ANDO SMILED 
INQUIRINGLY AT THE ITALIAN. 


NOW, MR. BARTERELLI, 
WHAT eur I DO'FOR’ 


“SB ae, 
Laby T DONTA 


KNOW! WHEN A 
MAN HAS A’CURSE, 
CA CAN ANYONE 


MURDERS, als BARTERELLI? 


THAN FOR A PRIVATE 
DETECTIVE. 


nay 
B4 y 


cS 


smn 


AT THE MENTION OF THE POLICE 
MR. BARTERELL! BECAME ANGRY. 


THE POLICE,HUH ! SUICIDA ,THEY 
SAY, ACCIDENTALA DEATH) THEY 
SAY. "EART FAILURE, THEY SAY! . 
MURDER BY SOMEONES NOT KNOWN, 
THEY SAY! SUT TZ SAY MURDERS 
~ALL MURPERS 





HE SPRANG TO HIS-FEET IN A FRENZY ,-] | BUT LESLEY WANTED TO HEAR 
OF EXCITEMENT. THE PLAIN FACTS OF THE CASE, 


LET'S GET THIS STRAIGHT, 
IMR, BARTERELLI. YOU SAY 
THERE HAVE BEEN 
MURDERS ~ SEVERAL. 
WHERE ? 


‘OUSES. 


. S | z= U1; <a nn 
‘ « m x " . * 
AND T...I. 4 - ' N a 
ANGELO =, , : a 
ae F a at . ith 
i a eer om 
ens l 7 


BARTERELLI 

WHO WOUL 

NOT HURT THE 
LITTLEST FLY— 

T AM RESPONSIBLE! 


HEAVILY, MR. BARTERELLI SETTLED 
HIMSELF BACK IN HIS CHAIR, AND 
BEGAN TO EXPLAIN. sce 


1 _AM_AN IMPORTER 
aa CHEESES, er 
GOODA ITALIAN ° 
THE TAXES — OH, BUT THEY sib RiGee ane 
Kes AN HONE STDIN: BOARDING *OUSES, WHICH 
CAN ‘AVE THE EXPENSES 
AND NOTA MAKE-A THE MONEY 
~— THE BOARDING *OUSES 
WHERE PEOPLE DIE. 





THEN BARTERELLI PROCEEDED TO GIVE LESLEY THE ADDRESSES OF ALL THE 
BOARDING HOUSES HE HAD BOUGHT, AND DETAILS OF THE UNFORTUNATE 


LODGERS WHO HAD DIED IN THEM, 


CAMCEN TOWN 
: T AVE 18, TUPOR 
ses AMES eee ROAP= WHERE MISS 
BTR Te eer tin ae JONES AS THE 
SLEED SHE DIE THE ‘ FATAL ACCIDENT. 


SUICIDE, THEY SAY. 


BRIXTON, THERE ISA 
JUDD STREET, WHERE 
MARS. ALISS DIE OF 
7EART FAILURE, 

ae SO THEY SAY. 


AT THIS POINT MR. BARTERELL AS HE CAME TO THE END OF THE 
PAUSED FOR A MOMENT. THEN FORMIDABLE UST, MR. BARTERELLI’S 
HE CONTINUED DRAMATICALLY... |: | VOICE ROSE TO A DESPAIRING WAIL. 


THEN IN 
tS 43, EXETER 


STREET, 


' ; 
WHERE MISS DREED 
FALL FROM THE WINDOW 
OR |S PUSHED. AND 
NOW, MY BELLA,SHE 


. WILL’ NOT LET ME Buy 
WILSON DIE OF, BECAUSE: THE NEW ‘OUSE, 
SHE ‘AVE A SCARF 


‘TOO TIGHT ROUND 
HER NECK. 





THE MENTION OF 
MiSS WILSON AS - , 
ONE OF THE VICTIMS 

IN MR. BARTERELLI?S 
CHAIN OF BOARDING 
HOUSES INTERESTED 
LESLEY CONSIDERABLY, 
FOR THAT HAD BEEN 
AN INEXPLICABLE 
CASE OF MURDER. 


BUT AS FOR THE 
OTHER PEATHS — 
COULD THERE BE 
ANY TRUTH IN 

MR. BARTERELLI'S 
FANTASTIC THEORY 2 


ISN'T. THATA WHAT I SAy?, 
ANDO NOW TAVEA -" 
CHANCE -EH, T TELL. 

YOU A LITTLE 

SECRET... 


"YOU HAVE FIVE, 
‘BOARDING Ss; 


‘ HOUSES MR. 
BARTERELLI, AND IN EACH 
A WOMAN HAS DIED. 

DESPITE OTHER FIND- 
INGS BY DOCTORS, 

CORONERS AND POLICE, 

YOU BELIEVE ALL. 

WERE CASES OF ' 

MURDER. 


Tf CAN BUY THIS NEW OUGE FORA LOTTA 
‘MONEY — ON _THE PAPER, AS THEY SAY. 


ACTUALLY GIVE, | 
ONLY BELLA, SHE SAY, ANOTHER 
MOON vite 






















LESLEY WOULD HAVE 
LIKEO MR. BARTERELLI 
GETTER HAO HE BEEN 
MORE CONCERNED 

WITH THE FATE OF THE 
VICTIMS — AND LESS 
WITH THE DETRIMENTAL 
EFFECT THEIR DEATHS 
WERE HAVING ON HiS 
SOMEWHAT SHADY 

BUSINESS DEALS, 


ANO WHY WAS HE 
50 CONVINCED THAT 
THEY WERE ALL 

MURDERED 2 







ANGELO BARTERELLI WAS 
ALMOST FIERCE IN HIS REPLY. 


BUT SOMEONE DOES NOT AVE 
TO DIE IN EVERY OUSE I 
BUY, ONLY ONE MONTH 
AFTER I BUY HIM! 


ov) 
El? ey 
cry ara 

rrr ren 
Ole dterecs 
Cae ee 0] 




















MR. BARTERELLI, DON’T YOU 
THINK IT MAY BE JUST COINCIDENCE 
THAT THESE DEATHS HAPPENED IN 
HOUSES YOU OWN? EVERYONE 

HAS TO DIE SOMEWHERE, we 
YO 






_ 






SUDDENLY LESLEY HAD A STRONG 
FEELING THAT SOMEONE’S LIFE MIGHT 
WELL BE IN PANGER. DESPITE HER 
GROWING DISLIKE OF MR. BARTERELLI, 
LESLEY DECIDED TO ACCEPT THE CASE. 


! THEN WHAT DO you 


YOU PROMISE 
NOTTOLET IT 
APPEN AGAIN, THEN p 
BELLA AGREE THAT : 
T Buy THE 'OUSE. ; ay oo 


\ 
s 





TLL DO WHAT I 
CAN TO PREVENT 
A MURPER, BUT 
THATS ALL I 
CAN HOPE TO 
PREVENT. 


MR. BARTERELLI PAUSED ON HIS 
WAY OUT. 


JOKE, IF YOU STAY eee -) eat Ave 14 
Reote A FEW MINUTES, 
aia : ' SUT ALREADY 
; 4 j { T'M 
par . WONDERING... 


AN 


iS 
A iy 





SUE EVIDENTLY SHARED LESLEY’S DISTRUST OF MR. GARTERELLI. 







BARTERELLI 1S ANTICIPATING 


ANOTHER DEATH IN ONE OF HIS 

BOARDING HOUSES. IS HE SUPPLYING 
EVIDENCE IN ADVANCE THAT IT WILL 
HAVE NOTHING TO PO WITH HIM ,? 


THAT IDEA HIT ME,TOO, iF 30 
HE MUST BE VERY CONFIDENT 
OF GETTING AWay WITH IT 
UNDER My Eyes. T'LL 
CHECK ON HIM, 













i 


AND THAT AFTERNOON LESLEY PAID A VISIT TO HER FIANCE, DETECTIVE 
INSPECTOR DICK BLAIR, AT SCOTLAND YARD. 
_ THIS 16N'T 













BARTERELLI WASN'T EVEN UNDER : ; 
S IN THE WILSON MURDER GRC aAce ON 
CASE, LESLEY. AND IT NEVER nee 
CAME TO LIGHT THAT HE HAD 
OWN DEATHS, AND 
HAVE BARTERELLI 
‘ INVESFIGATED. 


KEEP IN 
TOUCH. 





Ty 
fe! a 


NEXT MORNING, LESLEY a ; 
WENT ALONG TO SEE : 

MR. BARTERELLE AND HAVE 

A FURTHER TALK WITH HIM. 


SHE WANTEO TO FIND OuT 
HOW SOON SHE COULD 
MOVE INTO THE NEW 
BOARDING HOUSE. 


HOWEVER, IT WAS WITH 

RATHER MIXED FEELINGS 
THAT SHE APPROACHED - 
BARTERELLI’S PREMISES. 


MR. BARTERELLI GREETED HER 
WITH OPEN ARMS. 


I ONT LOWE HERE 

FOR 4 SNACK. 

SO YOU RUN A 
AH, MISS F SNACK BAR AND A we 
iH ie 


DELICATESSEN 100? 
SHANE ! ALLIS BUSINESS. 


EVERY BUSINESS 
HAS ITS EXPENSE 
ACCOUNTS 


OU, THOSE TAXES. 


BELLA, IT 6 
OUR LADY DETECTIVE, 
‘A FRESH SALAMI 
SANDWICH AND A 
CAPLICINO FOR 
MISS SHANE. 





LESLEY WAS A LITTLE STARTLED BY 
MRS. BARTERELLI'S FAITH IN HER 
ABILITY, 


I CAN'T PROMISE To 

PREVENT A MURDER, MRS, 

BARTERELLI~ ONLY TRY 
TO PREVENT ONE. 


HE LED THE WAY DOWN TOA 
SPACIOUS CELLAR, STACKED 
WITH CHEESES. 


CHEESES — Love! 
SMELL/ 1S NOTTA BbauTieuL? 
WITH SO MUCH TO LOSE, 
WHY DO IT GETTA MYSELF 
MIXEP UP WITH THESE 
MURDERS, EH? STILL You: 
STOP IT ALL.NOW/ 


IMPATIENTLY, BARTERELLI 
BRUSHED ASIDE HIS WIFE'S 
PROTESTS. 


WILL BE ALL RIGHT, BELLA. 
NOW, YOU COME AND'SEE MY 
OTHER BUSINESS, MISS 
SHANE. 


LESLEY NOTICED THAT A CORNER 
OF THE CELLAR HAD BEEN 
PARTITIONED On ar) FORM A TINY 
OFFICE. NO DOUBT TO HOUSE THE 
MANY “EXPENSE ACCOUNTS", 
THOUGHT. BUT FOR THE MOMENT 
BARTERELLI WAS OCCUPIED WITH HiS 
OTHER ENTHUSIASM — CHEESE . 


YOU TASTE, EH ? 
WE PLUNGE THIS IN. 





AS LESLEY WAS SAMPLING THE CHEESE, THE BOOKKEEPER LEFT HiS OfSK, 
AND CAME FORWARD TO SPEAK TO MK. BARTERELL. 


oo EH? WONDERFUL \ 


CHEESE, AND AS GOOD AS = 
NEW WHEN T REPLACE THE OE SS EMCEE ey MR 
CRUST. WELL, ALFRED ? P 


BARTERELLI, THE 

BANK PAY—iN 800K 

1S ALL READY FOR 
YOUR SIGNATURE. 


1 MR. BARTERELLI SIGHED WITH THEN HE BEGAN TO RAGE 
EXASPERATION. t AT HIS CLERK. 


ae eee 


y Se 
a eee ean ie 
YEARS NOW. =ake A CHEQUE FOR THIS 
| ss SALE.._ IT DOES NOT GO 
K iN THE BOOKS. 


NY 
N\ 


X: 
. 
WV 





YOU TRUST HIM 
WITH ALZ YOUR 
BUSINESS. 
NEVER MIND THE BANK NOW, . SECRETS i 
IT CAN WAIT. GO ALONG.10 THe’ * 
ESTATE AGENTS FOR THE AGREE- 
-” MENT AND THE KEY TO THE 
NEW PROPERTY. 


LESLEY LOOKED BACK AT THE POKY 
cee THAT THE CLERK HAD JUST 
ul a 


IT 1S & FUNNY THING. 
I 'AVE NOTICE BEFORE. ALL 
THE LADIES THEY FEELA 
SORRY FOR ALFRED 


AND HE LIVES ANO 
WORKS IN THAT LITTLE 
UNDERGROUND CUBBY 
HOLE AMONGST THE 
SMELL OF CHEESE. 


7A VERRA 
PG NICE SMELL! 





LESLEY MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO MOVE INTC. THE NEW BOARDING HOUSE 
ON THE, FOLLOWING MONDAY. WHEN THE O4y ARRIVED, SUE WENT ALONG 
WITH HER TC HELP WITH THE LUGGAGE, AbD LESLEY WAS GLAD OF HER 
COMPANY. FOR SHE WAS NOT RELISHING TrE PROSPECT OF BEING A 
BOARDER IN ONE OF BARTERELLI’S HOUSES. 


SUE-I DON'T LIKE BARTERELLI. = : a St Lee 
BUT THAT DOESN'T MAKE HIM /ea.om WHAT Bae a HY 
Ae ES ROI Se 
A MURDERER, OF COURSE. oe TOLD SES oe a nce: 
% ME IT WOLILD bi Ss aia 
BEARD T 


LESLEY LOOKED UP AT THE 
NOTICE ABOVE THE DOOR. 


VACANCY’ FOR 
WHAT, SUE 2? A 


‘MURDER 
WICTIM F 





A GRIM-FACED WOMAN OPENED 
ee IN ANSWER TO LESLEY’S - 


x WE'VE GOT FIVE ROOMS TO 
yes? LET. AND BETWEEN YOU AND 
ME, MISS, THEY'RE LIKELY TO 
STAY THAT WAX 
















SIGHING HEAVILY, THE WOMAN 
WENT BACK OOWN THE HALL AND 
OPENEO THE DOOR AGAIN, 







OH...OH...F 

DO HOPE SHE. 

DOESN'T TAKE 
IT. 





A ROOM? YES. BUT 
you'Lt HAVE TO WAIT 
IN THE HALL WHILST TC; 
SHOW ANOTHER YOUNG 
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HAVING SETTLED HERSELF IN, LESLEY 
MADE A *PHONE CALL TO DETECTIVE 
INSPECTOR BLAIR. 


DON'T YOU, WORRY. 
MiSs. THERE'LL BE ONE 
FOR YOU IF YOU'RE SO 
SET ON STAYING. , 
TWO IN ONE DAY, 

WHY, IT'S LIKE A 
MIRACLE / 


THAT YOU,DICK ? 
ys I'M ALL SET 
IN BARTERELLIS NEW 
Sy aire HOUSE, WAITING 
Sa FOR MURDER TO HAPPEN, 
5 A SLEEPY DUMP, 
ANY NEWS ROR 


DICK BLAIR HAD SOME IMPORTANT 
NEWS 


JUST BEFORE SHE DIED, 
MRS. ALISS DREW ALL HER 
SAVINGS — £500 — OUT 
YES SOMETHING OF THE BANK. 
TURNED UP ABOUT 
MRS, ALISS WHO 
DIED OF “HEART 
FAILURE" AT THE 
JUDD STREET 
ADDRESS. 


0. IN ONE 


oi POUND NOTES, 
; PLEASE, [ HAVE 
A CASE HERE... 





AS LESLEY EAGERLY QUESTIONED 

DICK FOR FURTHER DETAILS, SHE 
BECAME AWARE THAT SOMEONE WAS 
OPENING THE STREET DOOR FROM OUTSIDE. 


MRS. ALISS DREWESOC 
FROM THE BANK AND 
DIED A FEW Days 
LATER ? I SUPPOSE 
THE MCNEY 
VANISHED ? 


LESLEY FELT A 
SUDDEN eee 


FROM THE STREET, 
HEARD ME TALKING 
ABOUT MRS. ALISS, 
AND DIOQW’7" 


YES. SHE DIED GWING 


HER RENT. SUT THE BANK CLERK 
REMEMBERS THAT A YAXi WAS 
WAITING FOR HER. A MAN HE 
DION'T SEE WAS IN THAT TAXi. 
NONE OF THIS CAME OUT 
AT THE INQUEST, 


SHE MADE A DIVE FOR THE 
DOOR ..- 


“ COULE BE THE KEY TO THE 
WHOLE BUSINESS. SOMEONE 
SCARED OFF BY TALK OF A 


WOMAN WHO DIED IN ONE 
BOASDING HOUSE, AND HHO 
HAS A KEY TO THIS 
OWES 





BUT WHEN SHE 


REACHED THE PORCH OT Te EMR AN ep 
A TAX! WAS ALREADY aa GET ONE THAT FAST! A 


PULLING AWAY FROM 
THE KERB, AND IT WAS aT % 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR HER Ihe 
TO CATCH EVEN A 

GLIMPSE OF 115 

OCCUPANT. 


SHORTLY AFTERWARDS THE DINNER GONG CLANGED, AND LESLEY 
REALISED THAT SHE WOULD NOW HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY OF MEETING 

SOME OF THE BOARDERS. SO FAR SHE HAD ONLY MADE THE ACQUAINTANCE 
OF MISS VANTON, THE RATHER TIMID WOMAN WHO HAD ARRIVED JUST AFTER 
LESLEY. ‘THOUGHTFULLY, LESLEY MADE HER WAY DOWN TO THE OREARY 


DINING ROOM. . 


HUM! TYPICAL BOARDING pose 
DINNER TIME ~ WITH ONE DIFFER 
MAYBE. AMONGST THE VICTIMS &. 

OWE VICTIM FOR MURDER, 





ANNIE, THE WAITRESS, SHOWED 
LESLEY TO HER TABLE. 


WILL YOU SIT AT THIS TABLE, MISS, 

WITH MAJOR WILLSEN AND MISS 
INET T AND THE OTHER NEW 

GUEST ? 


MISS HANNETT LEANEO FORWARD 


CONFIDENTIALLY, AND WAGGED HER. 
FINGER AT LESLEY. 


yee Sata an pages 


I MUST WARN YOu, MI6S 
t SHANE — THE MAUOR'S AN 
AWFULLY GOOD PLAYER, WINS 
A LOT OF MONEY. 


~ 





MAJOR Witt 


SEN WAS EvsCENTLY 


A LADIES’ MAN. 


WELCOME TO GOVER STREET, 

DEAR LADY, TWO NEWCOMER: 

INA DAY! QUITE AN EVENT 
DO YOu PLAY BRIDGE? 


ANNIE ALSO GAVE LESLEY A 
WORD OF WARNING. 


IN EXETER STREET, 

THAT WAS — AFTER A 

ROW WHEN HE CHEATED 
AT CARDS, 


sos 
"A. EXETER r 


STREETS WHERE 
MISS PREED FELL 
OR WAS PLISHE? 





LESLEY WANTED TO HEAR MORE. ANNIE CLEARLY HELO A VERY LOW- 
OPINION OF MAJOR WILLSEN. 


y TELL ME ABOUT THE MAJOR 
ANDTHE EXETER STREET HE GOES 
BOARIING HOUSE, ANNIE. HIS ROUNDS 
HOW DO YOU KNOW ° t OF THE 
ALL THIS? BOARDING 
WORKED THERE, HOLISES, HE 
A ‘DOES THE 
OLD DON JUNE. 
PICKING UP 
WHAT HE CAN 
AT CARDS — 
FLATTERING 
ANO FLEECING } 
SILLY OLD" 








THE NEXT MORNING LESLEY LOOKED IN- 
AT HER OFFICE. 





APPARENTLY MiSS DREED HAD; 
ALSO RECEIVED THE ATTENTIONS 
OF THE MAJOR. 










IVE GOT you THE PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF THE FIVE WOMEN YOU WANTED, 
MISS SHANE. . - 










WHAT HAPPENED TO MISS PREEO'S 
LOVELY BITS OF JEWELLERY, THATS 
WHAT I WANT TO KNOW. SHES THE ONE 
THAT DIED — PENNILESS, YOU MIGHT 

SAY, T BET THE MAJOR HAD THOSE 
RINGS AND BROOCHES I USED TO. 
SEE IN HER ROOM WHEN 






( ‘600p 
LETS SUMMARISE, 
‘SUE. 





LESLEY CAREFULLY STUDIED THE FIVE PHOTOGRAPHS. 


a ee a ea 
2 
f MISS WILSON (MRS ALISS — MURDER MOTIVE, 
| MURDER ESTABLISHED, Y HER LIFE SAVINGS. MURDERER? 
| BUT MOTIVE AND MAN WHO WENT WITH HER 1D THE 
.  MURPERER UNKNOWN. BANK ANP HAS A KEY TO BAR- 
TJERELLI'S NEW HOUSE. 


MISS JONES ANP MISS 
SLEED— STILL TO BE WN-- 
VESTIGATED BUT THEY'RE ¢ LL 


SUSPECT, MAICR 
WILLSEN. THE SAME TYPE OF WOMAN. 











NAY BE EAS ER TO RIND THE 
MURDERER THAN HIS NEXT VICTIM, 
SUE. THERE ARE AT LEAST Four 
WOMEN AT THE BOARDING HOUSE 
WHO FIT THE PATTERN LONELY 
WOMEN, TYPICAL. 


IF ALL THE WOMEN ARE 
THE SAME TYPE, SURELY 
THAT MAKES THE NEXT 

VICTIM £ASY TO 





ASSUMING THAT THE FIVE WOMEN HAD ALL BEEN MURDERED, LESLEY 
NOW KNEW A MOTIVE IN THE CASES OF MISS DREED AND MRS. ALISS. 
Coe Piao YET TO ACCOUNT FOR MISS WILSON, MISS JONES AND 

ml . ; 





AND TLL TAKE THE CASE OF 
“ ANISS WILGON FIRST. WE 
KNOW THAT oe was 


AND 5O LESLEY MACE HER | | MRS. SMITH, THE MANAGERESS, 


| WAY 70 LEYTON GARDENS, | REGARDED LESLEY BALEFULLY. 
| CHELSEA. 


MY CARD. IM MAKING | | 
FURTHER ENQUIRIES INTO" |” 
THE PEATH OF MISS 
WILSON AT THIS 
APPRESS. 
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APPARENTLY MRS. SMITH HAD 
VERY DEFINITE VIEWS OF HER OWN 
ABOUT THE MURDER OF MiSs 
WILSON. 


(T MUST HAVE BEEN THE 
MAN WHO KILLED MISS 
| 7 WILSON WHO I HEARD THAT 


: SU EVENING. I DONT REALLY 


ati fl aida ti 

NUN AT i 
BS d I | : ALLOW GENTLEMEN CALLERS 

ea : ON SINGLE LADIES, BUT MISS 

, NICE LITTLE THING SHE WAS,” \ | | | cat WILSON WAS - WELL, 
, IF ONLY ID SET My EYES ON THE . 

BRUTE THAT NIGHT HE CAME 

HERE AND I HEARD THEM 


MRS. SMITH WENT ON TO 
OESCRIBE HOW SHE HAD 
HEARO MISS WILSON AND 
HER VISITOR QUARRELLING.;, 


WAS. 


yp 





HERE'S THE REGISTER. MISS WILSON 
CAME TO US IN THE FEBRUARY ANU SHE 
WAS MURDERED INTHE SECOND WEEX 

IN MARCH : 


SHE STARTED 7O SPELL. 
HER NAME W-) ~L-L- 


— 


WELL, IT'S WAKE 
I Tews you, it 


WASN'T HER NAME. 


THAT THE REAL 
ANGWER 15 THAT 
SHE BEGAN TO WR'TE 
WILLGEN, NOT WILSON, 


But IT WAS MISS WILSON’S 
PREVIOUS ADDRESS THAT LESLEY 
FOUND INTERESTING, 


2 PED THis GETS REALLY 
This. NS. AND DO VOU NOTICE 
SOMETHING CPD 


DOES tS VEAN 
BA? Fo AURDEPED 
WSS W/ILEIN WAS 
SECRETLY AAVIE 
WLLGENS WISE, OO” 
BELIEVED HERSELE 


MES BMITH 

0? vOU HEAR 
Tis MANS 
voce? 





MRS. SMITH THOUGHT FOR A 
MOMENT BEFORE SHE REPLIED. 


yeS~ I'D say T WAS A 
MILITARY MAN'S VOICE, E 
you KNOW WHAT 


MAJOR WILLSEN COULD 
HAVE MURDERED MISS DREED 
FOR HER JEWELLERY. HE 
STAYED AT THE SAME HOUSE, 
ANDO LEFT AFTER HER DEATH. 


A MILITARY MAN'S VOICE.? 

THAT CERTAINLY TIED UP WITH E 
MAJOR WILLSEN .” LESLEY THANKED } 
MRS, SMITH FOR HER HELP, AND 
LEFT, TO THINK IT ALL OUT. 


A SECOND LINK WITH ANNIE@ 
"DON JUNE “—~ LOOKS BLACK 
FOR HA, MOTIVE COULD - 
WAVE BEEN INSURANCE 
€'MISE WILSON" WAS 
A/S WIFE. GET SUE 

7O CHECK. . 


OBVIOUSLY HE COULD HAVE 
MURDERED MRS. ALISS FOR HER 
MISSING MONEY —- HE COULD HAVE 
BEEN THE MAN WHO D/DA’'7T COME 
IN WHEN I_WAS TALKING ABOUT HER 


ON THE ‘PHONE. CERTAINLY HE WAS 


MISS WILSON'S SECRET VISITOR 
WHO QUARRELLED WITH HER 
JUST BEFORE SHE DIED. 





LESLEY HAILED A PASSING TAXI 
TO TAKE HER TO CAMDEN TOWN. 


FI CAN LINK 
HIM WITH MISS JONES 
AND MISS SLEED, 

THEN I'VE GOT A. 

CASE FOR THE PoLicé: 

TRY MISS JONES, 

FIRST, BECAUSE 

MISS WILSON STAYED 
AT THE SAME 

BOARDING HOUSE 
FOR A TIME. 







WELL, I SUPPOSE 1T’S 


HER, BUT WHAT REALLY 
HAPPENED WAS » o- 












ALL RIGHT TO TELL YOU. YOU SEE, 
AT THE INQUEST 1 SAID [I FOUND 


TKE LANDSLADY AT 18, TUDOR ROAD 
NEEDED NO ENCOURAGEMENT TO‘TALK 
WHEN SHE LEARNED THE FURPOSE OF 
LESLEY'S ViSiT. 


A LAGY DETECTIVE — NOW eo 
/SN'T THAT EXCITING. YES, INDEED, 
L REMEMBER POOR MISS JONES’ DEATH. 
MR, BARTERELL!—HE’S THE OwNER | 
OF THE HOUSE, I’M ONLY THE MANAGERESS 
— WAS MOST UPSET. 
Tee ae ia 4 
TELL WAS 
ABOUT iT, 
ANSS CHEESRITE. 











“WELL, EARUER iN THE EVENING 
& ACCIDENTALLY OVERHEARD 
WHAT MISS JONES WAS SAYING 
T@ SOMEONE ON THE 
TELEPHONE ons” 


yaa 
YES, I'VE GOT TO SEE 
YOU. L CAN?TT TALK A30UT 
IT OVER THE ‘PHONE. 
4T 18, TUDOR ROAD — 
THAT’S WHAT I SAID.»-- 












- 


—— 









/ 











MR. BARTERELLI.? 

BUT HE OWNS 

THIS HOUSE. 

I DION’T KNOW 

YOu KNEW HIM, 
MISS JONES. 


HAPPILY SELF-RIGHTEOUS, 
MISS CHEESRITE RATTLED ON... 





1 WOULDN'T HAVE 
KNOWN THAT MiSS JONES 
! WAS TALKING ON THE "PHONE 
Nj TO MR. BARTERELLI, BUT 

\ SHE TOLD mE. 


THERE ARE 
LOTS OF THINGS 
SOME PEOPLE 
DON’T KNOW — 
AS MR. ANGELO 
BARTERELLI iS 
ABOUT TO FIND 
our.” 









WWE WAS JUST ON HER WAY 
UPSTAIRS WHEN SHE CALLED 
POWN TO ME.” 


BY THE WAY, 
I'M EXPECTING A GENTLEMAN 
VISITOR. SUT IT’S ALL~ RIGHT, 
(7?S MR, BARTERELLI. 





ee 





I DIDN'T SEE 
MR. BARTERELLI 
ARRIVE. YOU MEAN 
HE HAS HIS 
OWN KEY? 












15 VOICE SOUNDED STRALVED, 
INO PECELMAR.” 





d 
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THE FIRST - 
I KNEW OF IT THAT 
MR. BARTERELLI WAS 

IN THE HOUSE WAS 


WHEN HE SHOUTED.” Ee 






MISS CHEESRITE — 
COME QUICKLY.” 

THERE'S BEEN , 
AN ACCIDENT. | 







~ 






goer a ees 


AND IT DONTA KNOW 
EITHER, MiSS CHEESRITE, 
I NEVER KNOW, PERHAPS. 
THE LADY 'PHONE ME ANDO 
ASK ME TO COME BuT 
DO NOT SAY WHY. 


THE POOR LADY, 
SHE MUST ’AVE FALLEN 
AND STRUCK ’ER *EAD. 
. I SUPPOSE YOU WONDER 
\ WHY L AM ERE ? 


WELL, Looe 
I KNOW SHE WAS 
EXPECTING YOU — 
BUT L DON'T «NOW 






















MR. 
BARTERELLI THING — AND BAD 
ASSURED ME FOR THE HOUSE. 


HE HAD NEVER 

MET MISS JONES 
IN ALL HIS 
LIFE. 


“I W4S HORRIFIED...” 
SUCH A TERRIBLE 


























& CAN TRUST. 


THIS IS A Ne 
GOOPA BOARDING 
?QUSE —NICE, CLEAN, 


WELL KEPT. FOR A 
LONG TIME T ‘AVE 
BEEN THINKING oo. 


ANO THEN, MISS SHANE, 
HE SAID IT WOULD BE BAD 
FOR HIS BUSINESSES IF HE 
BECAME INVOLVED IN MISS 
JONES’ DEATH IN ANY WAY. 
AFTER ALL, I COULD AS 
EASILY HAVE FOUND 
HER DEAD MYSELF. 





SO BARTERELL! PAID you 
MONEY TO CONCEAL THE FACT 
THAT HE WAS PRESENT 
WHEN MISS JONES DIED? 


WHEN 
SHE WAS 
FOUND DEAD, 
MISS SHANE. 


SHE . 





\ 


eee THAT MISS CHEESRITE, 

I THINK, SHE 1S WHAT YOU 
CALL A TREASURE. I SHOULD 
FAY "ER MORE MONEY. 
§S RELIABLE. A WOMAN 













pee 


aes — THERE WOULD 
BE A DIFFERENCE? HAVE 
yOU SEEN THIS MAN BEFORE? 





NO. WHO 





AT WER OFFICE THE NEXT 
MORNING LESLEY TOLD SUE 
ABOUT HER DISCOVERIES. 


rr 


SUE, IN THREE OF THE 
SUSPICIOUS DEATHS T HAVE 
EVIDENCE THAT INCRIMINATES 
MAJOR WILLSEN. BUT IN THE 
FOURTH CASE THERE 6 NO 
CONNECTION WITH HIM. 


. 


EXCEPT ASS 
WILSON'S ‘PREVIOUS 
ADDRESS'? 










4 MASOR WHLSEN. DOES 
TRE NAME EVEN MEAN ANYTHING 
TO $OuU 7 PERHAPS HE CAME HERE 
AS THE BROTHER OF A MISS 
WitSON WHO STAYED HERE 7 


THe NAME 
MEANS NOTHING 
— NO 
MISS WILSON 

EVER STAYED 

AY THIS 

RIISE. 








YES -THAT'S 
"dE MOST PUZZLING 
CLUE IN THE WHOLE” 
MYSTERY, WHY 
BID SHE GIVE A 
FALSE ADDRESS? | 
—WHY 7HAT, 
ADDRESS 7 





NO, T SHOWED 
HER PHOTOGRAPH 
TO THE LANDLADY 
AND SHE DION’T 
RECOGNISE HER. 


TRY AS SHE 


MIGHT, LESLEY 
i PERHAPS MISS WILSON 

COULD THINK OF STAYED AT 18 TUPOR 
NPAC CH ROAD UNDER ANOTHER 
MAJOR WILLSEN \ eee 
AND THE MURDER 
AT 18, TUDOR ROAD. 
OR ANY REASON 
WHY MISS WILSON 
HAD PUT THAT ADDRESS 
IN THE REGISTER. 

SU% MADE A 
SUGGESTION. ce 











\ 








FINALLY LESLEY ABANDONED THAT 
TRAIN OF THOUGHT, ANO STARTED 
ON ANOTHER. 


EXACTLY. BUT IN 
THAT CASE WHO 
KILLED AIS$ SLEED? 
=GET THAT PHONE 
CALL,WILL YOU, 
SUE. 


MAYBE I'M LOOKING 
FOR Pe ee HEEERERS, 


YOU MEAN MAJOR 

WILLSEN FOR Miss 
PREED MRS, ALISS AND 
Miss WILSON, AND 


BARTERELLI FOR 
AAISS JONES, 





SUPER DETECTIVE L.—102 


SUE HANDED THE RECEIVER OVER 
TO LESLEY. 


WE'RE STILL FERRETING 
“TALK OF THE DEVIL—"” RECORDS IN YOUR FIVE 
ITS DETECTIVE INSPECTOR BOARPING HOUSE 
BLAIR. HE'S GOT SOME- : DEATHS, LESILEY. SOME- 
THING ON THE ae THINGS ESTABLISHED 
SLEEP CASE. : { ON THE FIRST ONE. 
MISS SLEED WAS 
SUICIDE, 


WHEN SHE HEARD THE NEWS 
SUE WENT ACROSS TO THE 


FILING CABINET. 


; SO THAT'S THAT. 
WE CAN CLOSE THE 

SHE LEFT THE CONVENTIONAL . SLEEP FILE. 
NOTE. A BiT (APRUFT, MAYBE. 

f : 

TRE ONCEEN: CWA NO, SUE. DICK HAS 

PECIDED 70 pea CON ae 
OWN LIFE. . SLE 
‘ WAS MURPEREP, 





LESLEY’S REACTION 
TO THE DISCOVERY 
THAT MiSS SLEED 
HAD LEFT A SUICIDE 
NOTE BAFFLED 
SUE. AS THEY LEFT 
THE OFFICE AT 
LUNCH- TIME, LESLEY 
STARTED TO EXPLAIN 
HER REASON FOR 
BELIEVING THAT iT 
WAS ANOTHER CASE 
OF MURDER. 


LESLEY FELT SURE THAT MISS SLEED 
HAD ONLY JUST BEGUN TO WRITE 
HER NOTE WHEN SHE WAS 
INTERRUPTED, 


T BELIEVE MISS SLEED INTENDED 

TO TAKE HER OWN LIFE BUT THE 
MURDERER WALKED IN AND KILLED 

HER- AND 794 DISCOVERED THAT 
HIS CRIME HAD BEEN POINTLESS. 


EVEN PEOPE WHO NEVER WRITE 
ANYTHING LONGER THAN A POSTUAR? 
SUPDENLY FIND PLENTY TO SAY IN 

EXPLANATION OF THEMSELVES 

WHEN IT COMES %O WRITING 
A SUICIDE NOTE. 


SUE WAS BEGINNING TO 
UNDERSTAND. 


THE REASON FOR THE 
SUICIDE AND THE 
; REASON FOR THE 
‘MURDER WOULD BOTH 
BE THE SAME? 


OF COURSE! WE'LL 
SEE WHAT CAN 
BE UNEARTHED AT 
THE HAMPSTEAD 
WEATH BOARDING 
HOUSE. 





EARLY THAT AFTERNOON 
SUE AND LESLEY DROVE 
OUT TO HAMPSTEAD 
HEATH. 


THIS TIME THEY FOUND 
A MANAGER IN CHARGE 
OF THE BOARDING HOUSE 
-- A QUIET-VOICEO MAN 


BY THE NAME OF HARRIS. 





LESLEY NOTICED THAT MR. HARRIS SEEMED RELIEVED TO HAVE A 
FURTHER OPPORTUNITY OF DISCUSSING MISS SLEED’S DEATH — AS IF 
SOME ASPECT OF IT HAD BEEN BOTHERING HIM. 











MISS SLEED 





wny 80 you 
SAY THAT? 











EXPECT TODOA 
THING LIKE THAT, 







LL, SHE'D NOTHING OF THE 
KINO iy HER MIND TWENTY 





“THE LETTER WAS 710 HER SISTER. 
I NOMICED, THE NAME AND 
ADDRESS! 


. 


OF TAKING HER LIFE 
MINUTES BEFORE IT 
HAPPENED ? 


BECAUSE TWENTY 
MINUTES BEFORE SHE 
CAME DOWNSTAIRS 

AND GAVE ME A 
LETTER. 


“AT THE INQUEST ZI SAID 
NOTHING ABOUT THAT oer 
NEITHER DID THE SISTER. I , 
ASKED HER ABOUT IT AFTERWARDS.” 


EXCUSE ME, MISS SLEEQ, 
BID YOU GET A LETTER 


TERRIBLE BUSINESS. 
A 


OH, MR. HARRIS 
IF YOU'RE GOING OUT, 
WOULD you ee KINO 
ENOUGH TO TAKE THis. 
1 WOULP LIKE IT TO 


SO JUST BEFORE SHE DIED 
MISS SLEED WROTE A LETTER 
JOUER SISTER WHICH WASNT 


THE SISTER WANTFO TO 
KEEP IT QUIET? 


IT (OES SEEM 
THAT WAY NOW 
YOU MENTION 





LESLEY WAS 
GRATEFUL TO 

MAR. HARRIS FOR 
TELLING HER 
ABOUT THE LETTER. 


SHE FELT THAT 

AT LAST SHE WAS 
REALLY ON THE 
TRACK OF EVIDENCE 
WHICH COULD 


REVEAL THE 
IDENTITY OF THE 
MURDERER. 


LESLEY JUST MANAGED TO 
CATCH THE AFTERNOON TRAIN 


INTO GILLINGTON. 










MISS SLEED’S 


TAKING CHOIR PRACTISE. 


WILL YOU WAIT, 





THANK YOU, 


MR, HARRIS, IT'LL GO i 
AND SEE THE OTHER 
MISS SLEED. THE VICARAGE, ‘ 
S GILLINGTON =~ I'M 


SS SURE THAT WAS 


THE ADDRESS. 





SHE WAITED PATIENTLY UNTIL 
MISS SLEED HAD DISPATCHED 
HER NOISY BROOD OF CHORISTERS. 


MISS SHANE 7 
I DON'T THINK 
I KNOW YOU, 

90 I eee 2? 





LESLEY EXPLAINED WHY SHE HAD IT WAS A DIFFICULT SITUATION. 
COME. BUT MiSS SLEED was oO 


RETICENT. 
THE URGENT NEED FORK HER 


CO-OPERATION. 


THE LAST LETTER I HAD 
FROM MY SISTER? I THINK 
I PREFER NOT TO DISCUSS /T. 


'T WAS A PERSONAL MATTER. MISS SLEED, 
“e YOUR SISTER WAS 


ONE OF FIVE WOMEN WHO 
DIED MYSTERIOUSLY. + 
LI BEYEVE SHE WAS 

MURDERED, AND 
THAT ONE MAN, 
WAS BEHIND ALL 
THESE DEATHS. 


T BELIEVE THAT A MAN WAS 
PREYING ON YOUR SISTER, 
ANP THAT, FEARING EXPOSURE 


AS SHE LISTENED HE KILLED HER. 


TO LESLEY’S WORDS 
Pate “An oben 
3 = 
TO SHOW SIGNS OF ' POOR ECITH 
DISTRESS. i 4 ee ee OWN 


BLT LESLEY KNEW 
THAT SHE MUST GET 
AT THE TRUTH, AND 
RELENTLESSLY 

SHE PURSUED HER 
OBJECTIVE. 





NO. SHE INTENDED 10. BECAUSE THE MANNER 


SHE WAS KILLED AFTER SHE HAD OF HER DEATH WAS 
WRITTEN OF HER TROUBLES TO YOU pAiatohectsl incite laa 
PUBIC SuCibE Wore) WAY OD IT WOULD ONLY HAVE MADE 
Fee eae MATTERS MORE PAINFUL 


YOU KEEP QUIET ABOUT IF EDITH’S FRAILTY 


HER LETTER 2 AND FOOLISHNESS HAD 
BEEN MADE 
PUBLIC. 


ci 


AS SHE STOOD IN THE TRANQUIL AND : 
COOL ATMOSPHERE OF THE YICARAGE, DESTROYED IT, 


LESLEY SUDDENLY REALISED THAT SHE BUT EVERY 

HAO BEEN WASTING HER TIME. WORD IS 

MISS SLEED’S BITTERNESS COULL 

NEVER BE DIRECTED TOWARDS HER 

SISTER’S MUROERER. GUT LESLEY 

{ FELT THAT SHE WOULD NOT WILLINGLY EDITH BELIEVED 
ALLOW ANOTHER WOMAN 10 SUFFER HERSELF TO HAVE 

AS HER SISTER HAD SUFFERED, 


HE TOOK EVERY 
PENNY SHE HAR 


‘SW YOU MUST SHOW 
ME THAT LETTER. 
MAYBE ANOTHER 
, WOMAN'S LIFE IS 
ALREADY AT 


1 STAKE. 
ea 





AT LAST LESLEY HAD FOUND OuT 
WHAT SHE WANTED TO KNOW, BUT 
SHE ASKED A FINAL QUESTION. 


WHAT WA6 HIS NAME? 
DID SHE DESCRIBE 
Him 2? 


NO, SHE JUST 
SAID "A MAN? EVEN 
IN DISILLUSION, POOR 
EDITH WAS LOYAL. 
PLEASE... HERE 1S 
WY FATHER, SAY NO 
MORE. 







OBVIOUSLY THE SAME 
MAN _KILLED THEM ALL. IN 
THREE CASES MAJOR WILLSEN 
{S SUSPECT, IN ONE CASE 
ANGELO ene 
EITHER COULO HAVE 
MISS SLEED’S “SOULMATE.” 
UKE THE FLOWERS 7 








BY EARLY EVENING LESLEY WAS 
BACK IN HER OFFICE. 


«ee AND THAT’S IT, SUE. 
THE ENO OF THE TRAIL. 
THE FIVE WOMEN WERE ALL 
MURDERED, BY A MAN WHO 
HAD FLATTEREO THEN 

PREYED ON THEM. 


THEY'RE LOVELY. 
\ FROM INSPECTOR 
BLAIR ? 


NO. A NEW 
AND MUCH MORE 
AW ERING 

ADMIRER ose 
MASOR WILLSENS. / 





SUE WAS APPALLED... 


A 





THEN LESLEY GREW 
SERIOUS AGAIN. 

FOR IT WAS NO MERE 
PHILANDERER THAT 


SHE HAD BEEN TRACKING 
DOWN — BUT A RUTHLESS 
AND COLD- BLOODED 
KILLER. 

AND, AS LESLEY HAD 
SAID, IT WAS THE END 
OF THE TRAIL sens 


THEN MAJOR WiLLSEN 
/S THE MURDERER ooo AND, 
YOWRE HiS NEXT VICTIM. 
UGH.» HOW CAN YOu 2 
~. TOUCH HIS FLOWERS. 











HAST: 
VASE 





-Y LESLEY CLUTCHED THE 


HOLD YOUR 
HORSES, SUE. EVEN 
FLOWERS IN A WREATH 
ARE LOVELY. BESIDES 
YOU MAY BE O0ING 
THE GALLANT MAJOR 
AN INJUSTICE. 












L’vE A AUNCH I ALREADY 
HAVE ALL THE CLUES TO THE IDENTITY 
OF THE MURDERER. NOW LYE GOT TO 
BAIT THE TRAP TO CATCH HiMa oes 
AND I THINK I KNOW 
THE RIGHT BAIT. 





LESLEY RETURNED TO THE BOARDING HOUSE AND CAREFULLY CONSIDERED 
HER PLAN TO TRAP THE MURDERER. SHE FELT CERTAIN, NOW, THAT SHE 
KNEW THE IDENTITY OF HIS NEXT VICTIMs ace 

ON THE FOLLOWING DAY SHE SOUGHT OUT MISS VANTON, AND FOUND HER 
ALONE IN THE OINING-ROOM, PLAYING CARDS. 





DO YOU KNOW CHINESE 
PATIENCE 2 Beebe A 


S 


YES, THATS 
Voie Wor CARD. T WARN RIGHT, MISG VANTON. 
YOU, T SHALL PROBAB T AM A DETECTIVE — 
WIN. I CAN ADD To YOUR 
AT WHICH DETECTIVES PACK, DISCARPING 
USUALLY EXCEL. 





eo ea ms 
MURDER / a . 
[ INHEREVINTHS , \ 4 1 Se 


Ne SROARYING HELE S } YES SC FAR FIVE WOMEN 
vert BEEN MURDERED IN 
BOLRDING HOUSES BY A MAN 
WO IMPOSES UPON THEIR, 
| LONE: NESS AND PERSUADES 
TrEM TO LEND HIM MONEY, 
Ok “BUST HIM WITH 
NYVESTMERTS. 








’ 


Ss 
mw ini 





MAJOR WILLSEN a 
HAD BEEN ABOUT : LIEVEIT~ 
BETRUEF / 
Bers Ga _ 
cH 15 MiND. IT/S TRUE, 
HE FLED ACKOSS AND T THR 
THE HALLWAY AND THE NEXT 
THE VOICES FROM BoA Chis A 
ve i 
THE DINING-ROOM f(y THIS House? 


WERE STiLt CLEARLY 
AUPIBLE THROUGH 
THE DOOR HE HAD - 
LEFT AJAR. 





THEN LESLEY HAD A QUESTION INDIGNANTLY, MiSS VANTON 
TO ASK MISS VANTON. + ROSE TO HER FEET... 


NO,..NO, OF COURSE 
NOT. ANP You've 


A LOAN, OR RE- 
INVEST YOUR 
MONEY ? 


ANNIE WAS ACROSS TO LESLEY 
IN A FLASH, 


T HEARD 
MAJOR WILLSEN 
TELLING HER A 





AT THAT MOMENT MAJOR | }] SHORTLY AFTERWAROS ANNIE SAW HIM 
WILLSEN WAS FRANTICALLY } | LEAVE @y THE FRONT DOOR. 
COLLECTING HIS BELONGINGS 4 

TOGETHER AND THROWING THEA4 

INTO A SUITCASE. 


4 
THERE HE GOES NOW, COME 
UP TS HIS OOM WITH ME, 1F 
Watt 1 SUSPECT 15 RIGHTo. 


i 


SS 
J 
a” 


“wpe 
te 


oa 


i 
Fe 


rT 
Se 


THERE / you see’ 
OWES A WEEK’S MONEY 
ANO GOODNESS KNOWS HOW 2 
MUCH TO MISS VANTON. DLi BET T PON'T THINK HELL GO 
HE TRIES TO DO A MOONLIGHT FLIT BEFORE T-NIGHT. 
WHEN WE’RE ALL AT DINNER, 
THAT’S THE FAVOURITE TIME, 


Y WELL, IF HE'S BROKE: 
TILL THE END OF THE 

WEEK, HOW WOULD HE 
PAY THE DEPOSIT ON 
ANOTHER ROOM. 





LESLEY WAS FAIRi ‘ 
CERTAIN THAT THE 
MAJOR INTENDED 

TO COME BACK 
LATER THAT EVENING 
TO DO A LITTLE MORE 
“BORROWING * FROM 
THE RATHER PATHETIC 
MISS VANTON. 

,BUT ANNIE WAS NOT 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
THAT. 


i a 


Se 


ANNIE .PULLED OPEN THE DOOK OF THE | '| LESLEY HAD DECIDED THAT SHE | 

CUPBOARD IN THE HALL AND PLACED WOULD BE ABLE 10 MAKE GETTER j} 

A CHAIR INSIDE. USE OF THE BROOM CUPBOARD 
AS AN OBSERVATION POST. 
NO DOUBT ANNIE WOULD RENT 
IT TO HER FOR THE PRICE OF THE 
MAJORS DEBT asco 


i. CAN BE QUITE COMFY IN 
LTHE BROOM CUPBOARD 
“TO-NIGHT, KEEP! 


ING AN 
EYE ON THE STAIRS ANP 
THE FRONT DOOR. 


HERES £5. NOW— LEAVE 


MUCH DOES MAJUOR 
WILLSEN OWE 2 





ANNIE GAZED AT LESLEY IN Bust LESLEY STEPPED INSIDE 
ASTONISHMENT. THE CUPBOARD AND B8EGAN 
| CLOSING THE DOOR AS SHE 
| REPLIED: woe 


I DON'T KNOW WHAT'S GCING ON 
.BUT IF YOU WANT To SPEND THE 
NIGHT IN A BROOM CUPBOARD 

THAT'S YOUR LOOK-OUT. 


GOING TO GROUND 
WOW FOR 4 BIT 


: ANKE, HAVE 
) i ‘Midd SEEN MAJOR 
THE QUEER... A. N° WILLSEN ? 


‘WELL OF ALL 


YES MISS 
VANTON 2 





MISS VANTON SOUNDED 
AGITATED. 


Ainge ae Wier | y UAPUDENT CREATURE / 
5 L SUPPOSE ID BETTER 
SHALL 1 DO. BO YOU e PHONE, YES.. YES, 
SUPPOSE HE WENT TO TWILL. 
HIS CLUB, ANNIE? 


i b 
BA THis TIME OF fy i) fis: 


ne 


Aen 


i 
a ! NSS 


LESLEY HELD HER BREATH AS 
SHE HEARD MISS VANTON PICK UP 
THE TELEPHONE RECEIVER »oo- 


HALLO, 
iS THAT You? 
CIALLING A NUMBERS 
IF ONLY IT KNEW WHAT IT 
WAS, THEN I COULD BE SURE 
17'S HIM SHWE’S CALLING. 
MAYBE SHE'LL USE HIS 
NAME. 





I'VE GOT TO SEE you. 
THEN, UNAWARE NO, NOT, WO7 TO-NIGHT. 
THAT LESLEY WAS THIS AFTERNOON — NO, nC} 
CONCEALED IN HERE, EITHER.” —— WHAT ,2 
THE CUPBOARD WELL, IF YOU MUST KNOW, 
JUST BEHIND HER, IT’S ABOUT THE MONEY 
Mi5SS VANTON I LENT YOU. SOMEONE’S 
SPOKE URGENTLY BEEN MAKING 
INTO THE ’PHONE. SUGGESTIONS. 


THERE WAS A 
NOTE OF PANIC 
IN HER VOICE... 


CERTAIN THAT MISS VANTON WAS BUT THE Lie alae TONES AT THE 
SPEAKING TO THE MURDERER, OTHER ENO OF THE LINE WERE 
LESLEY STRAINED HER EARS TO HEARD ONLY BY MISS VANTON. 
CATCH EVERY WORD THAT WAS >AID. 


es ~ AND WHAT HAVE 
"eos iat URES 
LiT 
MY LUCK 'S > 
DEAD Our OF MERCY,’ 
SHE'S BEING TOO 
CAUTIOUS EVEN 
70 USE HIS 
NAME. IF ONLY 
I COULD HEAR 
WHAT HE*S'- 
SAYING. 





LESLEY, LISTENING, WAS AGHAST. 

CESPERATELY MISS VANTON 

IMPLORED THE KILLER TO DENY 
ae THOSE ACCUSATIONS... 


Th pln 
neue 3 in? THE FOOLS 
YOu COULDN'T WARNED 44 
FROM OTHER ! KILL ANYONE, "AND THATS 
WOMEN AND itl COULP you? SIGNED es 
THAT. THAT S $s EL 
you've ! ! [> OWN CEA H 
KILLED Trent 7 WARRANTS 


ANQ MISS VANTON OBTAINED THE WORTHLESS ASSURANCE FOR WHICH 
SHE HAD 50 EARNESTLY PLEADED. .oee- 


Ge 


THERE'S SOME 
PREADFUL BuT 
MOST STUPID 

STAKE 


Sr 
J we? wHy,T WOULENT 
EVEN HURT A Fi? 
YES, WE MUST TALK. 





AS SOON AS THERE YOU ARE, 

Hee: yan ion HAD AS Z mais! Een aoe 
eae cs | WAS GOING 10 GNE y 
EMERGED FROM : it OE 

HER HIDING-PLACE. Wally | y 
WHEN SHE RETURNED 

A SHORT TIME LATER, 

SHE FOUND ANNIE 

THERE, LOOKING FOR HER. 


LESLEY GRATEFULLY MF ANNIE HAD SEEN THE REVOLVER WHICH i 
ACCEPTED THE CUP OF TEA. LESLEY REGARDED AS "ADEQUATE EQUIPMENT 
SHE WOULD HAVE BEEN EVEN MORE 
BEWILDERED. SUT LESLEY KNEW THAT 
WHEN THINGS START TO HAPPEN THEY USUALLY 
HAPPEN QUICKLY, AND SHE WANTED TO BE 
ee PREPARED. 
|, THANKS, ANNIE, 
TLL TAKE I? WITH ME. 
I DION'T PESERT MY POST, 
BUT YOUR BROOM CUP: 
BOARD ISN'T TELY 
EQUIPPEP, ANNIE / 


+) 
is 





AS THE HOURS WORE ON, LESLEY COULD HZAR THE SOUNDS OF THE 
BOARDING HOUSE SETTLING DOWN FOR THE NIGHT. AND SHE,TOO, SETTLED 
OOWN TO WAIT FOR THE MURDERER TO COME 

FOR HIS SIXTH VICTIM. 





AFTER A WHILE 

LESLEY STRUCK A 

MATCH AND LOOKED 

AT HER WATCH. 
INSERTED INTO 
THE LOCK. a0 


TWENTY PAST TWELVE, 
IF HES COMING, 1T 


LEAVE A TRAY WiTH 
SOME BISCUITS AND CHEESE 
FORT le. 





KE MAJOR 
2 HE'S NOT Bact YET 


STEALTHILY, LESLEY S4iID THE 
CUPBOARD DOOR OPEN A FEW 
INCHES.... SHE HAD JUST A 
GUMPSE OF THE SHADOWY 

FIGURE, ON THE STAIRS — BUT 
IT WAS ENOUGH o os . 


© 


fo SEE ON 


THATS, HIM, ALL R'GAT. 
BUT IVE GOT TO BE SURE 
HE MEANS MURDER, 


MISS VANTON SAT UP IN ALARM 


AT THE MUFFLED TAPPING ON HER 
BEDROOM DOOR. 


LESLEY SHANE CREPT NOISELESSLY 
UP THE STAIRS. AS S a RE 
DOOR SHE HEARD THE 


THEN’ MISS VANTON'S FRIGHTENED 
WORDS e200 


. THE WAY YOU LOOK AT 

IME SCARES ME! you DID 

-KILL THOSE OTHER WOMEN, 
DION’T you"? 


DIEP BECALISE 
THEY ASKED 


SHE UNLOCKED THE DOOR, AND 
OPENED IT WIDE. ; 


YOU SHOULD NOT HAVE 
(COME. NOT AT THIS TIME, 
T SHALL LEAVE THE 

oO 


THE KILLER BEGAN TO CHANT 
IN COLD, DERISIVE VOICE «0 


WHERE'S THE 
; MONEY? WHEN CANT 
‘WAVE IT BACK? WHat 
HAVE YOU DONE WITH 
fT. BUT 4OuW won'T 
ASK SUCH STUPID 
QUESTIONS, 


ji 








BUT LESLEY HAD HEARD ENOUGH. SHE HURLED HERSELF AT THE DOOR,,.. 


“YOU HAVE ASKED A DIFFERENT QUEST! 
AND THE ANSWER 15 — “YESS 


ON 
+ «YES, I 460 THEM 
AS I SHALL KILL YOU. 


pe 


he 
Wiss 


ROA 








AS LESLEY STRUGGLED TO REGAIN HER BALANCE 
THE KILLER SNATCHED UP A CHAIR, 





EVEN AS THE CHAIR HURTLED TOWARDS HER, LESLEY SAw THE MURDERER’S HANDS 
REAGWNG GQiT AGAIN FOR MISS VANTON’S THROAT —- 4ND SHE FIRED. 1.5. 
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FOR A MOMENT 
LESLEY FELT STUNNED 
BY THE CRASHING 
ineAct or ie Cia mung ous a 
MISS VANTON PE : 

OMING! YOU..YOU KNOW WHO 
AT HER, ANXIOUSLY. TS NOW.HE. FE COT AWAY. 


wy 


i ian 
A i 


Sans rw 


NOT FAR,I THINK. A 
ier aes a 

THEN LESLEY j HIM BEF HE HIT 

SCRAMBLED 10 HER a eee 

FEET AND DASHED 

ACROSS TO THE 

WINDOW. 

THERE WAS NO-ONG 

ON THE BALCONY 

OUTSIDE. 

THE KILLER KAD GONE. 


y 


WAS 


Y 
yy 


SENSES 
Sse 


@ 


Uy 


aay i, Y) he 
wil WE A i 





My 










eg 


SOMEONE TRIE? 
TO MURPER 
MiSS VANTON. 





IN A MATTER OF 
SECONDS LESLEY WAS 
RACING DOWN THE STAIRS 


a ee 
TOWARDS THE STREET DCOR. : F HE ESCAPED BY 
j g THE BALCONY. 


ANNIE WAS ALREADY 
POUNDING ALONG THE 
HALL, BUTTONING HER 
COAT AS SHE RAN. 


BEHINO THEM A TUMULT 
BROKE OUT — DOORS 
WERE FLUNG OPEN, 
VOICES WERE SHOUTING... 





WITH ANNIE AT HER HEELS, LESLEY | | TOGETHER THEY TURNED HIM OVER, 
DASHEO OUT INTO THE NIGHT, AND AS ANNIE RAISED HIS SHOULDERS 
THERE WAS A FIGURE SPRAWLED | | THERE WAS LIGHT ENOUGH 10 SEE 
ON THE PAVEMENT AT THE FOOT HiS FACE «ese 

OF THE STEPS. ANNIE GAVE A CRY.. 


a T'S THE 
‘ Ver She MAJOR f 
OH, DEAR z 
. HE'S HURT. 
I THINK. 


JUST AS THE MAJOR WAS BEGINNING 
TO COME ROUND THEY WERE JOINED 


BY TWO OTHER BOARDERS- 







RAILINGS FOR SUPPORT. 
HE BEGAN TO REMEMBER 










SHAKILY THE MAJOR CLIMBED 
TO HIS FEET, CLINGING TO THE 


WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM. 


OF ME AST WAS 
PASSING THE 


LOOK! THERE'S SOMEONE 
DOWN THERE. HE MUST. 
HAVE FALLEN INTO THE 






SUDDENLY THE MAJOR 
GAVE # HOARSE SHOUT. 


HE NAD DETECTEO 

A SLIGHT MOVEMENT 
AT THE FOOT OF THE 
BASEMENT STEPS, AND 
THE OUTLINE OF A MAN 
WAS DIMLY VISIBLE. 





WITH CONSIDERABLE 
PUFFING AND BLOWING 
A_BULKY FIGURE 
STRUGGLED UP THE 
STEPS AND EMERGED 
INTO THE LIGHT. 


MAJOR aN 
GAVE A_HORRIFI 
GASP OF RECOGNITION. 


MR. BARTERELL] THREW UP HIS HANDS 


PLACATINGLY 20 


PLEASE, I EXPLAIN: 
1S NO WRONG IN ME 
BEING ERE IN MY 
OWN OUSE. T COME 
‘BECAUSE I SUSPECT 

MISS VANTON..,. 


'M@. BARTERELLLS 
IT WAS YOU! 


BUT AT THE MENTION O) 
MiSS VANTON AN ANGRY VOICE 


CUT IN, FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER, 


SCMEONE TRIED TO 
MURDER HER 


T FIRED AT, 
Ei THER: 





LESLEY GUESSED THAT MR. BARTERELL! HAD THE MAJOR WAS THOROUGHLY 

SOMEHOW STUMBLED ON THE TRUTH ABOUT BEWILDERED. 

THE MURDERS, AND HAD COME TO THE HOUSE HE WAS STILL CONVINCED THAT 
TO INTERCEPT THE KILLER. BUT HE HAD MR. BARTERELLI HAD JUMPED 
ARRIVED T1OO.LATE, AFTER THE INTRUDER 

HAD LEAPT FROM THE BALCONY AND CRASHED 

INTO MAJOR WILLSEN IN HIS FLIGHT. SO THE 

FACT THAT LESLEY HAD FIRED AT THE KILLER Munbees? t Bou UNpeRBiAna 
WAS NEWS 10 pRSTERE TT ; r OUGHT TE TRS 


Now Yes. AND WHO HAD TAKEN PITY ON INE 
COMGUTS THE MURPERS T THINK You WHEN T NEEDED MONE% 
: SLISPECT Now, 
TOO, Don't vou? you 
CAME TO-NIGHT TO SAVE 
MISS VANTON NOT YO 
KILL HER. 


MAJOR WILLSEN HAD NO IDEA THAT LESLEY WENT ON TO EXPLAIN HOW 
THERE HAD BEEN ANY MURDERS HER INVESTIGATION INTO MISS WILSON’S 
OTHER THAN THAT OF MISS WILSON, DEATH HAD LED HER TO DISCOVER A 
WHO WAS, AFTER ALL, HIS SISTER. CWE TO THE IDENTITY OF THE KILLER. 
LESLEY HAD TO ENLIGHTEN HIM. 


cork TIME, SOUR SISTER y 
re ah THE MAN WHO MURDERED YOUR SISTER, 
FOR are MAJOR HIS ONE MISTAKE IN TELLING 
THE SPELLING OF HER 10 GIVE & FALSE ADDRESS — AND 
GIVING HER AN ADDRESS AT WHICH HE 
HAD KILLED ANOTHER WOMAN, 


OURS I6-OR WAS - 
A DISTINGUISHED NAME, 
MISS SHANE. SHE HAD 
DISGRACED IT, AND 
PROMISED ME NOT TO 
USE IT, BUT THESE 
MURDERS—TI DION'T 
KILL MY SISTER f 





MR. BARTERELL! SUDDENLY BROKE IN... 


~. 


WAS THAT WHAT MADE } 
YOU SUSPECT. ws 








ALFRED GATES, 
YOUR CLERK? APART 
FROM YOURSELF HE WAS 
THE ONLY PERSON WITH 


KEYS TO ALL THE 
BOARDING HOUSES. 






aes XS ‘s 


* 
ne, 


AT THIS POINT MISS VANTON SEGAN 
TO SOB. 
a, 


I'VE BEEN GO FOOLIGH! =. 
BUT HE WAG SO KIND, ANC 
SEEMED SO TRUSTWORTHY, 
OH, WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
TO HIM ? 


AND YOU SAID YOURSELF 
| THAT AE WAS A MAN WHO 
\ APPEALED TO THE LADIES. HE 


AEN 
LUTTLE WEALTH 
KE STOLE BEFORE 
WRURDERING 
THEM WHEN 
THEY DIS - 
COVERED THE 
TRUTH ABOUT 





' KE WOULD HAVE BEEN PICKED UP 


6Y DETECTIVE INSPECTOR BLAIR'S 


MEN BEFORE HE HAD GOT VERY FAR. 
YOu SEE, WHEN YOU RANG HIM 
AND SAID THAT YOU'D BEEN GIVEN 
A HINT THAT HE WAS ROBBING YOU, 
L KNEW HE WOULD STRIKE QUICKLY. 
SO I "PHONED INSPECTOR BLAIR AND 


ERS, AND THAT HE 
WAS LIKELY TO MAKE AN ATTEMPT 





‘MISS SHANE 2 DETECTIVE 


“BUT I STILL HADN'T PROOF THAT HE WAS INSPECTOR BLAIR SENT ME 


_ WITH THIS NOTE FOR YOU 
A MURDERER, THAT'S Wuy © . o 3 
WAITED UNTIL HE ATTACKED HE'LL BE CALLING LATER, 
YOU. BUT I ALSO TOOK THE _ 
PRECAUTION OF THE 
POLICE 1D THE AREA, 


SHE WON'T HAVE TO 


4 GIVE EVIPENCE, ALFRED 
wD Give EVIDENCE AGAINET GATES 1S DEAD. T THINK I 
HIM IN COURT. WHAT A STUPID CAN LEAVE IT TO YOU TO 
-OLD WOMAN PLL SEEM J BREAK iT we HER, EH, 
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YIPPEE! 


FOR MORE 
RIP-ROARING 
WESTERN 
THRILLS 


GET THE FOUR issues of 


COWBOY 


PICTURE LIBRARY _ 


64 ACTION-PACKED PICTURE PAGES 


IN EACH ISSUE. 
MEET 


4 BUCK JONES 
AO Fighting Sheriff of Alkali City 
; KIT CARSON 


King of the West 


THE KANSAS KID 
A Happy-go-lucky, Fast Shoot- 
ing, Hard-riding cowboy 


and DAVY CROCKETT 


pioneer trapper and Indian fighter. 


FOUR NEW, DIFFERENT ISSUES.— 
This month and every month 


COWBOY PICTURE LIBRARY 





ae 
A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR READERS OF 
SUPER DETECTIVE LIBRARY S 


Mr Vow’'s the time to join the | 


THRILLER | 
Book Club 


SNe ied ci Pina asinine ' 


= oY YEN 

oKs FREE! 
You can obtain the 
famous GUINNESS 
BOOK OF RECORDS 
(published at 9s. 6d.) 
FREE if yau enro! a 
friend in the Thriller 
Book Cluh. Send your 
friend's name and ad- 
dress (with 4s. 9d. for 
first book), mentioning 
this offer, and your gift 
will be sent to you, 


S rena csrcsnnennn ennai 






Thriller 
Club is owned ond 
controlled by Foyles, 
the world-fomous 
booksellers. — 


i The Book | 











LOOK AT THESE * Panne 


TITLES! 


Recent and forthcoming 
selections include A 
KISS BEFORE DYING 
by Ira Levin (published at 
10s. 6d.); THE MISTS 
OF FEAR by John 
Creasey (10s. 6d.) ; THE 
SILENT POOL by 
Patricia Wentworth 
(10s. 6d); YOU'VE 
GOT IT COMING by 
James Hadley Chase 
(10s. 6d.) ; THE CASE 
OF THE NEGLIGENT 
NYMPH by Erle Stanley 
Gardner (12s.  6d.). 


Each month, Thriller Book Club members receive the” Club's 
special edition of an outstanding recently-published baok. These famous” 
books are printed in clear modern type .on geod quality paper, _ 
well-bound, complete and unabridged. And,although in the ordinary", 
way these books would cost 8s. 6d., 10s. 6d., or more, MEMBERS OF — 
THE THRILLER BOOK CLUB ARE PRIVILEGED TO BLY ~ 
THEM FOR ONLY 4s. ! 

The Thriller Book Club's selections are beoks, whichil you will enjoy 
reading, will be proud to ewn—books by the world’s greatest crime and 
mystery writers. Through the Thriller Bock Club you w@l be able 
to build up at remarkably low cost, a first-class collection of exciting, 
thrill-packed, entertaining books, Now is the time to join ! 


-—— Be ee ee ee 


To the Secretary, Thriller Book Club, 121, Cbaring Cross Road; London, W.C.2. 
T wish to join the Thriller Book Club, and agree to purchase the book issued each month to members 


at a cost of 4s. (postage 9d.). 1 agree te continue my membership for. a-minimum of six beoks and e 
therealter until countermanded. Super. Det. Lib./Apl.,57 ‘, 
You may enrol through your usual bookseller if heiy a neen af the Booksellers Association. 2 


{ia * | will pay for selections on receipt. 
Or if you wish to save time. postage aid postaj-order costs, you may send an oo 
advance subscription. Six months 28s. 6g. : twelse months 57s. 
Cl * | enclose 78s. 6d./57s. (strike out amount not applicable). 
* Pisr. 4/ in the space above, as required. 


ESD) DI SS RR, oO ORANG SMRRRorntcos oocubatenancs Me. ho ba FOR 0s BEE SoO SOOO: wos 
Overseas enrolments (prices as for inland) must be accompaniu:by an Me vance subscription. 
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